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3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ.4 I thank my God always when I remem-

ber you in my prayers, 5 because I hear of your love and of 

the faith that you have toward the Lord Jesus and for all 

the saints, 6 and I pray that the sharing of your faith may 

become e�ective for the full knowledge of every good thing 

that is in us for Christ’s service. Philemon 1:1-6 
 

From October 18th through November 2nd I will be trav-

eling with a group of four other churches in the St. Paul 

Area Synod to Tanzania to visit our di<erent partner con-

gregations from the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tan-

zania – ELCT – in the Iringa Diocese. The purpose of this 

visit is to see our brothers and sisters in Christ once again 

or for the first time. This visit is a vision trip as the di<er-

ent churches that are visiting are restructuring their part-

nership or, like us at Holy Cross, discerning what is God’s 

calling for us as partners with Ikengeza. The question to 

ask is, how is it that we can continue to walk together, 

shoulder to shoulder – Bega Kwa Bega with our brothers 

and sisters in Ikengeza? What is the future of this partner-

ship?  
 

In the last few years, this partnership between the 

Ikengeza Parish and Holy Cross Lutheran has gone 

dormant. There are di<erent reasons for that, but this 

opportunity for Holy Cross is knocking on our door. I did 

not have to think twice about this opportunity other than 

we have a partner church with whom we have not been 

in contact for a while! We, at Holy Cross, have been 

blessed to have brothers and sisters in Christ across the 

world as well as in our community and we can take ad-

vantage of this opportunity to reconnect, to pray for one 

another, and to learn from each other.  

 

The reason for my visit with Ikengeza is for us, as a family 

and community of faith at Holy Cross, to begin to discern 

what this partnership means for us and for our brothers 

and sisters in Christ in Ikengeza. As we are beginning a 

new chapter in our life together at Holy Cross, there is a 

lot of excitement and joy for what it is to come while at 

the same time there is uncertainty and doubt about what 

the future holds for us. As we continue to wonder, what is 

it that God is calling us into and/or out of? There are 

more questions than answers at this time in our lives, but 

there is a great promise from our good Lord, “I am with 

you always, until the end of time.” With this promise 

from Christ to us, faith has a hold of us, and we can con-

tinue to walk together as the Holy Cross family, and revis-

it our relationship with our Ikengeza family. 
 

Please keep this partnership in your prayers and also for 

safe travels for me. Ask God’s guidance through the Holy 

Spirit so that we are able to discern together and to look 

forward to what this opportunity means for us. Look for 

updates on our Holy Cross Website and Facebook. I will 

be posting updates, as I am able, about my trip to 

Ikengeza and the other ELCT churches we will be visiting 

with the other churches of the St. Paul Area Synod. 

I will see you a�er November 2nd with many stories and 

new experiences that I look very much forward to sharing 

with all of you at Holy Cross. For more information you 

can go to http://www.spas-elca.org/mission/global-

relationships/tanzania 

 

In Christ’s service, 

Pastor Horacio Castillo  

pastorhoracio@holycrosslc.org 

Bega Kwa Bega 
A partnership between brothers and sisters in Christ of Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Oakdale, Minnesota 

and Ikengeza Parish, Tanzania 

“Bega Kwa Bega is the phrase we use to describe our companion synod relationship with the Iringa Diocese of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania. In English, the phrase means ‘shoulder to shoulder’ and describes 
the way in which we accompany one another in a spirit of mutuality, inclusivity, and vulnerability. At its heart, 
Bega Kwa Bega is a joint ministry between communities of faith in the ELCA and ELCT whose purpose is to pro-

claim the Gospel of Jesus Christ, to extend Christian hospitality, and to strengthen relationships with one anoth-
er through the shared practices of prayer, presence, and projects.”  

The Rev. Peter Harrits -- Director of Bega Kwa Bega 



3333    

Thoughts from the President.... 

Council President 

It is late at night, before the deadline for the Crossroads that I write this, so the above verse seems fitting.  

Wow, I was ready to build an ark these last few days, but it seems that the rain is about let up.  What the 

rain has provided, however, is the lushest, green grass that I have seen in a long time (bummer that our 

mower is laid up).  It certainly reminds me of spring.  Springtime is a time of renewal.  And Holy Cross finds 

itself in a time of renewal. 
 

I have been so excited by the thoughts and ideas that have been swirling around our congregation regard-

ing facility improvements and outreach possibilities these last few months.  So many, that a couple teams 

are being formed to corral these great ideas for our facility and, as a wise man once said, our 

“reformation”/ renewal.  We are hopeful that the two teams, along with the council, will work together, to 

devise an overall plan that we can work on piece by piece. 
 

The congregation meeting we had on August 24th, to hear the Vitality Survey results, generated many 

thoughts and ideas.  One that particularly resonated with me was the question Pastor Justin Grimm asked 

us: “how many people have you personally asked to church lately?” We all need to stretch just a little in 

our faith.  How can we each make a little change, maybe step outside our comfort zone, to extend an invi-

tation to a neighbor, friend or complete stranger, to worship at Holy Cross?  Or maybe to come to Co<ee 

and Conversation?  As my mom used to tell me,” all they can say is no.  Is that so scary?”  For me it was.  I 

did not, and still do not like rejection, but see this as a way to step outside of my comfort zone.  We can all 

work on a personal invitation, even to our own members.  Invite the person next to you in the pew to the 

Women’s Ministry meeting or Men’s Club meeting, or choir, bells, etc.  You get the picture.  As part of our 

renewal, let’s be assertive, not passive!   
 

I am very thankful to be part of this active congregation.  I am looking forward to all that the future holds 

for us.  Thank you one and all! 
 

Pam Sorensen 
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Children, youth + family happenings 

Service Immersion Trip, Duluth MN—10/19-10-21 
 

Youth in 6th-12th grade are invited to be the hands and feet of Jesus as we serve together in Duluth, MN. 
There are 13 spots, so sign-up today! Update: TRIP IS FULL! Pray for our journey! 

 

The R.O.C.K.— Wednesday Nights @6p 
 

Fun and fellowship for students in preschool—5th grade.  We singing vbs songs and camp anthems with 
the confirmation youth in the Lower Level. The second part of the night, students will learn new group 
games and even play some classics.  This is a time for them to spend in fellowship with their peers.   

 
Senior High Sundays—1st + 3rd Sundays@7p 
 

Youth in 9th-12th grade gather twice a month in Christian Fellowship.  Friends are always encouraged to 
join us! We have an action packed year ahead! We always meet at church and head to our destination (if 
we have one) 
 

10/16—Starbucks Co<ee, Oakdale 
11/6—Caribou Co<ee, Oakdale 
11/20—Flag Football @Holy Cross Lutheran Church....because, Fall. 
12/4—Game Night @Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
12/18—Christmas Party @Gibson House 

 

Serving God's People ministry coordinates with local organizations such as the North St Paul Food Shelf, 

Loaves and Fishes, Oakdale Elementary School, Tubman Family Alliance and BridgeView School by provid-

ing needed donations of time, money and goods.  Our partner congregations in Tanzania and the  ELCA 

World Hunger Appeal also receive our financial assistance.  This ministry allows us to share God's bounty 

with others in need. 
 

Want more information? Called to help? Contact Ann Hagestad amh126@hotmail.com 

Serving  

god’s  

people 
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Thank you all for your continued faithful giving and to the following for their 

special gift to Holy Cross Lutheran Church: 

 

Jacque and Diane Nelson, Stillwater 

Virgil and Orion Gardner, Mariette , GA 

Je< and Kelly McMonigal, Vadnais Hts, MN 

Steven and Annette Langdon, Maplewood MN 

Arlan and Virginia Tietel, Woodbury, MN 

Gregory and Luann Bartley, Plymouth, MN 

Lauralee  Elnes, Hopkins, MN 

James and Kerry Berry, Hudson, WI 

Robert and Kay Ann Root, Stillwater, MN 

Richard and Barbara Raygor, Shoreview, MN 

Patricia and Jim Ostrander, Oakdale,MN 

Yvonne and Tom O’Brien Oakdale, MN 

Henry and Michelle Gydesen, Oakdale, MN 

Fay Kulenkamp and Arnie Birnstengel, Oakdale, MN 

Frank and Sheryll Max, Oakdale 

Bonita DuFresne, Woodbury, MN 

Michael and Melanie Accola, Oakdale, MN 

Harold and Linda Tronrud, Deer Park, WI 

Doris Johnson, Oakdale, MN 

Patricia Hurlbutt, Oakdale, MN 

Dorthea Frank, Oakdale, MN 

Karen Walsh, Oakdale, MN 

Marilyn Enskat 

Lloyd and Ann Goerke, Woodbury, MN 

Charles Hackman, St. Paul, MN 

Becky and Len Utecht, Shoreview, MN 

Tom and Charlene Nun, Oakdale, MN 

Wayne Cernohous, Oakdale 

Arlan and Virginia Tieltel...............................in honor of Ann Berres’s Birthday 

Arlan and Virginia Tieltel...............................in honor of Rose Johnson’s Birthday 

3 AEDs by the Men’s  Group, the Women’s Group and Joyce Holes in Memory of George 

Holes 
 

If you would like to donate to Holy Cross in honor of or in memory of someone,  

note the name and occasion on your check. 

Carri Quinn Blake Memorials 
to Scholarship Fund  
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